Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 USUNN 03872 230046Z 

73 

ACTION 10-13 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO DHA-02 ORM-02 AID-05 SS-15 NSC-05 OMB-01 

TRSE-00 ABF-01 H-02 CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 /054W 

031478 

R 221702Z SEP 76 

FM USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9335 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE USUN 3872 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PPDC, EAID, UNRWA 

SUBJECT: SECRETARY GENERAL WALDHEIM S LETTER TO PRESIDENT 
FORD ON UNRWA 

REF: STATE 225397 

1 . USUN RECEIVED THE FOLLOWING LETTER DATED SEPTEMBER 21 
FROM SECRETARY GENERAL WALDHEIM TO PRESIDENT FORD CONCERNING 
UNRWA FINANCING. BEGIN TEXT: 

"DEAR MR. PRESIDENT. 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR MESSAGE OF 13 SEPTEMBER 
1976 CONCERNING THE UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND WORKS AGENCY 
FOR PALESTINE REFUGEES IN THE NEAR EAST (UNRWA). 

IT IS WITH A SENSE OF SPECIAL APPRECIATION THAT I 
HAVE NOTED THE MEASURES WHICH YOU HAVE TAKEN, IN RESPONSE 
TO MY RECENT APPEAL, TO ALLEVIATE UNRWA'S CURRENT FINANCIAL 
BURDENS. IT IS MY EARNEST HOPE THAT THANKS TO ADDITIONAL 
CONTRIBUTIONS FROM THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND OTHER 
DONOR GOVERNMENTS IT WILL BE POSSIBLE FOR THE COMMISSIONER 
GENERAL OF UNRWA TO AVERT A SUDDEN INTERRUPTION OF THE 
AGENCY'S OPERATIONS WITH THE SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES THIS 
WOULD INEVITABLY ENTAIL. 
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MY DEEPEST GRATITUDE FOR THE SUPPORT WHICH YOUR GOVERNMENT 
AND YOU PERSONALLY, MR. PRESIDENT, HAVE GIVEN TO UNRWA. 
WITHOUT THIS SUPPORT AND THE GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS OF 
YOUR COUNTRY IT WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN POSSIBLE TO MAINTAIN 
THIS IMPORTANT HUMANITARIAN MISSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
IN THE NEAR EAST. 

WITH WARM REGARDS. 

YOURS SINCERELY, 

KURT WALDHEIM" END TEXT 

2. THE ORIGINAL HAS BEEN FORWARDED TO THE DEPARTMENT 
BY POUCH. 

SCRANTON 
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